
STATE PLANNING POLICY 5.4: 
ROAD AND RAIL NOISE



REVIEW BACKGROUND

• July 2015- The WAPC resolved to review SPP 5.4

• March 2016- The SPP 5.4 Policy Options and Recommendations Report 
was prepared and endorsed by the WAPC

• September 2016 - SPP5.4 Steering group endorsement (DG’s of Planning, 
Transport, Environment Regulation and State Development.) 

• December 2016 - WAPC endorsed draft policy for public consultation

• June 2017 to August 2017 - Ministerial and Cabinet approval

• September 2017 – Release for 90 days advertising



REVIEW SCOPE

OBJECTIVES

Simplify and reduce complexity

Enhance consistency and quality 
of implementation

Improve interface between 
transport corridors and sensitive 
land uses

Identify and address policy gaps

POLICY ELEMENT

• Policy status

• Policy application and 
implementation

• Trigger mechanisms

• Noise Criteria

• Noise metrics

• Noise Management

• Mapping

• Building siting and design

• Vibration



KEY CHANGES- MAPPING

https://espatial.planning.wa.gov.au/mapviewer/Index.html?viewer=planwa



KEY CHANGES- NOISE EXPOSURE FORECAST



KEY CHANGES- NOISE EXPOSURE FORECAST

• Introduction of noise exposure categories with 
corresponding QH treatment requirements as 
a deemed-to-comply option.

• Revision of the noise levels based on case 
testing 

• No noise sensitive land use recommended 
within 40m of Freight development of 

• Simplification of the table by removing 
reference to speed limits, vehicle type 
characteristics and heavy vehicle percentages

• Concession (4dB reduction can be applied) for 
existing screening development between the 
noise source and receiver.



KEY CHANGES- NOISE CONTOUR MAPPING



OTHER IMPROVEMENTS
• Dual (target and limit) criteria 

replaced with a single value
• Application of noise criteria to 

infrastructure upgrade proposals
• New or upgrade infrastructure 

proposals to treat the second floor 
(and more if practicable) of 
affected noise-sensitive 
development (previous policy only 
required ground floor).

• Enhanced guidance on the content 
and form of a detailed noise 
assessment and a noise 
management plan reports.

• More user friendly Noise 
assessment worksheet 



LAmax and Vibration

• Concerns about increased costs & the need to balance housing 
affordability

• No wider planning and regulatory framework/ agreement that enables 
control of transport noise (freight rail) at source. 

• Adding an additional metric/vibration to the policy will added further 
complexity and have financial and time implications for policy delivery

• Concerns that transport infrastructure already emits noise in excess of 
LAmax which present risk to government, in particularly implications on 
METRONET

• Adopting the LAmax metric and vibration will not address the existing 
problem 



NEXT STEPS

• Advertising:
12 September 2017 
to 15 December 2017

• Consider submissions:
Engage with Technical 
Working Group

• WAPC endorsement
• Government endorsement
• Implementation & training


